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Thank you for worshipping with us at Canaan 

Baptist Church. The corporate life of this 

congregation is the faithful witness of the vitality 

of service to be found in the Sunday worship 

experience. What we do from Monday to 

Saturday speaks volumes about Canaan's 

commitment and dedication to Christ and our 

community.  

 

Canaan is "family," and all of us are saved 

sinners working out our soul salvation under 

structured Body of Christ, we recognize the 

powerful work of the Holy Spirit in impacting 

the lives of our in-reach and outreach ministries. 

We are organized but not so organized to prevent 

the organism, the church, from bearing whole 

life. We welcome you!  

 

 Dr. Christopher Alan Bullock 

 First Lady Rev. Dr. Debbie Bullock 

 and the Canaan Baptist Church Family 

 

 

Canaan's Mission Statement 

An urban Baptist Church which serves as a 

vanguard of liberation, faith, and 

empowerment through our Christian witness. 

Canaan's mission is to do Ministry for the 

Master through the five-fold ministries of 

Discipleship, Fellowship, Service, Worship, 

and Evangelism.  Acts 2:42-47  

 

Canaan's Core Values 

Congregational Intimacy 

(I Corinthians 13:13) 

Salvation for the Lost (John 3:16) 

Applied Christianity (James 2:14-20) 

Impact the Human Condition (Luke 4:18-19) 

In-Person and Online --Tune in–Canaan's 

Facebook Page or YouTube.  To receive 

notifications when Canaan Baptist Church is 

going "LIVE", "Like" and "Follow" us on the 

"Canaan Baptist Church of Delaware" Facebook 

page and "Subscribe" to our YouTube Channel 

Canaanbcvideo  

 

 

WAYS TO GIVE 

Several options to give of His Tithes and our 

Offerings:  

1. Deposit your offering envelope in the baskets 

located inside the sanctuary doors  

2. Drop off a sealed offering envelope on 

Sundays from 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon  

3. Send via U.S. Mail to:   

Canaan Baptist Church  

3011 New Castle Avenue 

New Castle, DE  19720  

4. Transfer  e-funds online via PayPal 

www.Paypalme.com/canaanbaptistde  

5. Download and use the Givelify mobile app:   

 

 
 

Thank you for your continued and unwavering 

financial support of the Canaan Ministry!  

  

http://www.paypalme.com/canaanbaptistde
http://www.paypalme.com/canaanbaptistde
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/givelify/id725815127
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Greetings from the Editor's Desk 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

CANAAN FAMILY! 

 

“This is the Lord’s doing; 

it is marvelous in our 

eyes.” Psalm 118:23 

 

How we thank and give 

God praise for 21 years of 

Doing Ministry for the Master. Each week we 

come together to worship, witness, and work in 

this awesome vineyard, sharing the Lord’s 

message of salvation, hope, assurance and love to 

His people.  

 

March 2024 will be a very busy time in our lives 

and in the life of our Church: 

 

We hope you are enjoying each edition of the 

Canaan News. To keep abreast of all Canaan 

services, events and activities, please read this 

publication in its entirety as there is much going 

on in the life of our church and in the community. 

 

In this month’s issue:  

• March - Month-at-a-Glance 

• Church Covenant 

• What Baptists Believe 

• Lenten Season Celebration 

• First Sunday Morning Hymn 

• Church News and Announcements 

• Ministries and Ministry Leaders 

• Ministry Opportunities 

• Deacons Ministry 

• Christian Education Ministry  

• Men’s Ministry 

• International Cultural Ministry 

• Seniors Ministry 

• Missionary Ministry 

• Next G/Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

• Canaan’s Kids Nursery 

• Music and Media Ministry  

• Canaan Atlanta Connection 

• Virtual Library 

• Birthdays and Anniversaries  

• In Loving Memory  

• Notes of Thanks  

• Community Events 

• From the Pastor’s Desk 

• Heavenly Humor 

• Church Anniversary Tribute 

 

The March 2024 issue is available online on the 

Church website, canaanbcde.org – Click on the 

"Welcome" link and the "Newsletter" tab, or it 

can be sent via e-mail. Printed issues are 

available to share with family and friends. If you 

know of anyone who does not have e-mail or 

online access and would like to receive the 

Canaan News, send an e-mail to 

CanaanNews3011@gmail.com or call the Church 

Office at (302) 654-8818.  

 

THANK YOU for contributing to the 

production of the CANAAN NEWS. Please 

continue donating. You can find the line item 

on GIVELIFY or use your offering envelope 

and note "Canaan News."  

 

Have you missed any issues? Stop by or call the 

office at (302) 654-8818. 

 

CELEBRATE THE SAINTS  
Are you celebrating a birthday, anniversary, 

graduation, retirement, educational, personal, 

or professional achievement, accomplishment, 

special occasion, engagement, a new birth, an 

adventure, a milestone, or a recognition? Share 

your news with us. Photos are welcome. Please 

send your announcements by the 20th of each 

month via e-mail to:  

CanaanNews3011@gmail.com. 

 

90+… 
During our church’s 21st 

Anniversary, Canaan will honor 

all of our senior members, ages 

90 and above. Please make sure 

we have your name and photo so 

that you will be recognized and 

celebrated on that day. 
 

mailto:CanaanNews3011@gmail.com
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ORDER OF SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

9:40 AM – Lenten Service 

10:00 AM - Call to Worship and Prayer 

Ministry in Music 

Welcome of Visitors / Church Announcements 

Giving of His Tithes and Our Offering 

Ministry in Music 

A Word from the Word 

Invitation to New Life 

(First Sunday—Holy Communion) 

(Third Sunday – 21st Church Anniversary) 

(Fourth Sunday – Palm Sunday) 

(Fifth Sunday – Resurrection Sunday / Easter Day) 

 

Closing Selection – "Heal the Land" ~ Benediction 

 

Morning Hymn:  IN THE GARDEN 
 

Verse 1 

I come to the garden alone 

While the dew is still on the roses; 

And the voice I hear 

Falling on my ear 

The Son of God discloses. 

 

Verse 2 

He speaks, and the sound of His voice 

Is so sweet the birds hush their singing 

And the melody that He gave to me 

Within my heart is ringing. 

 

Verse 3 

I’d stay in the garden with Him 

Tho the night around me be falling 

But He bids me go—thru the voice of woe 

His voice to me is calling 

 

Refrain 

And He walks with me, and He talks with me 

And He tells me I am His own 

And the joy we share as we tarry there 

None other has ever known. 

.  



Canaan News Online – Anniversary Edition – March 2024 – Page 5 

 

Saturday, March 2 Saturday Church School   

Ushers Ministry Meeting – Hall of Faith 

Men’s Ministry – Conference Room 

9:00 AM  

11:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

1st Sunday, March 3 3rd Sunday of Lent 

Worship Service-Communion / Voices of Canaan 

Nursery 1-Year Celebration – Hall of Faith 

9:40 AM 

10:00 AM 

11:30 AM 

Wednesday, March 6 Bible Study / Prayer – Hall of Faith  

Veterans Ministry Meeting – Conference Room 

Bible Study (Evening) – Hall of Faith 

12:00 PM  

5:00 PM 

6:30 PM 

Thursday, March 7 Choir Rehearsal – Men of Canaan 6:30 PM 

Saturday, March 9 Saturday Church School  

Canaan For Life Ministry Meeting – Hall of Faith 

9:00 AM 

10:45 AM 

2nd Sunday, March 10 4th Sunday of Lent 

Worship Service – Men of Canaan 

9:40 AM 

10:00 AM 

Wednesday, March 13 Bible Study / Prayer – Hall of Faith  

Bible Study (Evening) – Hall of Faith 

12:00 PM  

6:30 PM 

Thursday, March 14 Choir Rehearsal – MASS VOICES OF CANAAN 6:30 PM 

Saturday, March 16 Saturday Church School  9:00 AM  

3rd Sunday, March 17 5th Sunday of Lent 

21st Church Anniversary Celebration 

Worship Service – Voices of Canaan 

9:40 AM 

10:00 AM 

 

Wednesday, March 20 Bible Study / Prayer – Hall of Faith  

Bible Study (Evening) – Hall of Faith 

12:00 PM 

6:30 PM 

Thursday, March 21 Purnell Seniors Ministry Meeting – Hall of Faith 

Choir Rehearsal – Men of Canaan 

11:00 AM 

6:30 PM 

Saturday, March 23 Saturday Church School  9:00 AM  

4th Sunday, March 24 PALM SUNDAY - 6th Sunday of Lent 

Worship Service – Men of Canaan 

9:40 AM 

10:00 AM 

Wednesday, March 27 Bible Study / Prayer – Hall of Faith  

Bible Study (Evening) – Hall of Faith 

12:00 PM  

6:30 PM 

Thursday, March 28 Choir Rehearsal – MASS VOICES OF CANAAN 6:30 PM 

Friday, March 29 Good Friday Service - Shiloh Baptist Church –  

First Lady, Rev. Dr. Debbie Bullock, Guest Speaker 

7:45 AM 

Saturday, March 30 Saturday Church School –  

MEN’S MINISTRY – Sanctuary 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY – Hall of Faith 

Children, Youth, Young Adults – Conference/Lobby 

8:30 AM  

5th Sunday, March 31 7th Sunday of Lent 

RESURRECTION SUNDAY (EASTER) 

Worship Service – MASS VOICES OF CANAAN 

9:40 AM 

 

10:00 AM 
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21st Church Anniversary 
Celebration 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 
 

5th Week of Lent – 9:40 AM 
21stAnniversary Worship Service – 10:00 AM 

Reception – Hall of Faith – following morning service 
 

Guest Preacher: 
Rev. Dr. Darron D. McKinney, Sr. Pastor 

Bright Hope Baptist Church, Philadelphia, PA 
 

~~Church Anniversary Colors~~ 

Red, Black, and White 
 

The requested Donation is $21.00. 

Anniversary envelopes will be available. 
 

Music Ministry provided by the 
 MASS VOICES OF CANAAN—ALL AGES 

All singers of Canaan are asked to participate. 
Rehearsal - Thursday, March 14, 2024, 6:30 PM 

Bring a family member or friend to join us! 
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What We Believe 

 

The Articles of Faith in the Baptist Church 
 

I. The Scriptures. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and is a 

perfect treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and 

truth without any mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals the principles by which God will 

judge us, and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian 

union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and opinions shall be tried. 

 
II. The True God. We believe the Scriptures teach that there is one, and only one, living and true 

God, an infinite, intelligent Spirit, whose name is Jehovah, the Maker and Supreme Ruler of 

heaven and earth; inexpressibly glorious in holiness, and worthy of all possible honor confidence 

and love; that in the unity of the Godhead there are three persons, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Ghost; equal in every divine perfection, and executing distinct but harmonious offices in 

the great work of redemption. 

 
III. The Fall of Man. We believe the Scriptures teach that Man was created in holiness, under 

the law of his Maker; but by voluntary transgressions fell from that holy and happy state; in 

consequence of which all mankind are now sinners, not by constraint but choice; being by nature 

utterly void of that holiness required by the law of God, positively inclined to evil; and therefore 

under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse. 

 
IV. The Way of Salvation. We believe that the Scriptures teach that the salvation of sinners is 

wholly of grace; through the mediatorial offices of the Son of God; who by the appointment of 

the Father, freely took upon him our nature, yet without sin; honored the divine law by his 

personal obedience, and by his death made a full atonement for our sins; that having risen from 

the dead, he is now enthroned in heaven; and uniting in his wonderful person the tenderest 

sympathies with divine perfections, he is in every way qualified to be a suitable, a 

compassionate, and an all-sufficient Savior. 

 
V. Justification. We believe the Scriptures teach that the great Gospel blessing which Christ 

secures to such as believe in him is justification; that justification includes the pardon of sin, and 

the promise of eternal life on principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed, not in consideration 

of any works of righteousness which we have done, but solely through faith in the Redeemer’s 

blood; by virtue of which faith his perfect righteousness is freely imputed to us of God; that it 

brings us into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God, and secures every other blessing 

needful for time and eternity. 

 
VI. The Freeness of Salvation. We believe that the Scriptures teach that the blessings of 

salvation are made free to all by the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them by 

cordial, penitent and obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner 

on earth, but his own determined depravity and voluntary rejection of the Gospel; which 

rejection involves him in an aggravated condemnation. 
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VII. Regeneration. We believe that the Scriptures teach that in order to be saved, sinners must 

be regenerated, or born again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind 

that it is effected in a manner above our comprehension by the power of the Holy Spirit in 

connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the Gospel; and that its 

proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance and faith, and newness of life. 

 
VIII. Repentance and Faith. We believe the Scriptures teach that repentance and faith are 

sacred duties, and also inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating Spirit of 

God; whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, danger and helplessness and of the way of 

salvation by Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned contrition, confession, and supplication for 

mercy; at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as our prophet, priest and king, 

and relying on him alone as the only and all-sufficient Savior. 

 
IX. God’s Purpose of Grace. We believe the Scriptures teach that election is the eternal purpose 

of God, according to which he graciously regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners; that being 

perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, it comprehends all the means in connection 

with the end; that it is a most glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness, being infinitely free, 

wise, holy and unchangeable; that it utterly excludes boasting and promotes humility, love, 

prayer, praise, trust in God, and active imitation of his free mercy; that it encourages the use of 

means in the highest degree; that it may be ascertained by its effects in all who truly believe the 

Gospel; that it is the foundation of Christian assurance; and that to ascertain it with regard to 

ourselves demands and deserves the utmost diligence. 

 
X. Sanctification. We believe the Scriptures teach that Sanctification is the process by which, 

according to the will of God, we are made partakers of his holiness; that it is a progressive work; 

that it is begun in regeneration; and that it is carried on in the hearts of believers by the presence 

and power of the Holy Spirit, the Sealer and Comforter, in the continual use of the appointed 

means especially the word of God, self-examination, self-denial, watchfulness, and prayer. 

 
XI. Perseverance of the Saints. We believe the Scriptures teach that such only are real believers 

as endure to the end; that their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark which 

distinguishes them from superficial professors; that a special Providence watches over their 

welfare; and they are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation. 

 
XII. The Law and Gospel. We believe the Scriptures teach that the Law of God is the eternal 

and unchangeable rule of his moral government; that it is holy, just and good; and that the 

inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen men to fulfill its precepts, arise entirely from their 

love of sin; to deliver them from which, and to restore them through a Mediator to unfeigned 

obedience to the holy Law, is one great end of the Gospel, and of the Means of Grace connected 

with the establishment of the visible church. 

 
XIII. A Gospel Church. We believe the Scriptures teach that a visible church of Christ is a 

congregation of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the 

Gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by his laws; and exercising the gifts, rights, 

and privileges invested in them by His Word; that its only scriptural officers are Bishops or 

Pastors, and Deacons whose Qualifications, claims and duties are defined in the Epistles to 

Timothy and Titus. 
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XIV. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We believe the Scriptures teach that Christian baptism is 

the immersion in water of a believer, into the name of the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost; to 

show forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Savior, 

with its effect, in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is prerequisite to the 

privileges of a church relation; and to the Lord’s Supper, in which the members of the church, by 

the sacred use of bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ; 

preceded always by solemn self-examination. 

 
XV. The Christian Sabbath. We believe the Scriptures teach that the first day of the week is the 

Lord’s Day, or Christian Sabbath, and is to be kept sacred to religious purposes, by abstaining 

from all secular labor and sinful recreations, by the devout observance of all the means of grace, 

both private and public, and by preparation for that rest that remained for the people of God. 

 
XVI. Civil Government. We believe the Scriptures teach that civil government is of divine 

appointment, for the interest and good order of human society; and that magistrates are to be 

prayed for, conscientiously honored, and obeyed; except only in things opposed to the will of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of the conscience, and the Prince of the Kings of the 

earth. 

 
XVII. Righteous and Wicked. We believe the Scriptures teach that there is a radical and 

essential difference between the righteous and the wicked; that such only as through faith are 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit of our God, are truly 

righteous in his esteem; while all such as continue in impenitence and unbelief are in his sight 

wicked, and under the curse; and this distinction holds among men both in and after death. 

 
XVIII. The World to Come. We believe the Scriptures teach that the end of the world is 

approaching; that at the last day, Christ will descend from heaven, and raise the dead from the 

grave for final retribution; that a solemn separation will then take place; that the wicked will be 

adjudged to endless punishment, and the righteous to endless joy; and that this judgment will fix 

forever the final state of men in heaven or hell, on principles of righteousness. 

 

 

 
 

Canaan is a member church of the National Baptist Convention USA Inc. and the 

American Baptist Churches USA. 
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THE CHURCH COVENANT 

 

Having been led, as we believe by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our 

Savior; and, on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the Name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do now, in the presence of God, angels and this assembly, 

most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another as one body in Christ. 

 

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian love; to strive 

for the advancement of this church in knowledge and holiness; to give place in our affections, 

prayers, and services above every organization of human origin; to sustain its worship, 

ordinances, discipline, and doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and regularly, as God has 

prospered us, toward its expenses for the support of a faithful and evangelical ministry among us, 

the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel throughout the world. In case of a difference 

of opinion in the church, we will strive to avoid a contentious spirit, and if we cannot 

unanimously agree, we will cheerfully recognize the right of the majority to govern. 

 

We also engage to maintain family and secret devotions, to study diligently the Word of God; to 

religiously educate our children; to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to walk 

circumspectly in the world; to be kind and just to those in our employ, and faithful in the service 

we promise others; endeavoring in the purity of heart and goodwill towards all men to exemplify 

and commend our holy faith.   

 

We further engage to watch over, to pray for, to exhort and stir up each other unto every good 

word and work; to guard each other’s reputation, not needlessly exposing the infirmity of others; 

to participate in each other’s joys, and with tender sympathy, bear one another’s burdens and 

sorrows; to cultivate Christian courtesy; to be slow to give or take offense, but always ready for 

reconciliation, being mindful of the rules of the Savior in the eighteenth chapter of Matthew, to 

secure it without delay; and through life, amid evil report, to seek to live to the glory of God, 

who hath called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

 

We moreover engage that when we remove from this place, we will, as soon as possible, unite 

with some other church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of 

God’s Word. 

 

References: 

Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 10:23-25; and Titus 3:14 

Turner, W.C. (2002). Discipleship for African American Christians: A Journey through the 

church covenant. Judson Press. 
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The Tithing Calculator is posted to help us 

better understand and determine what an actual 

tithe (or tenth) is based on our income. 

 

Christian disciples who obey the Word of God, 

tithe in response to the Lord’s command, in light 

of the Lord’s graciousness and also to ensure that 

Canaan has all we need to do ministry that 

honors the Lord, equips individuals and to build 

a wholesome Christian community. (Malachi 

3:8-10) 

 

If you are not yet a committed part of our 

“tithing community”, we encourage you to 

prayerfully trust God today, pray and begin  

 

surrendering your life to His will in this and 

every area of your life. 

 

Let the Words of Jesus become real and evident 

in your life according to Matthew 6:33, “But 

seek ye first His kingdom and His righteousness, 

and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

John 3:16 
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Canaan Baptist Church - Ministries – March 2024 
“Pursuing Excellence” – Galatians 6:9-10 

 
 

MINISTRY LEADER EMAIL 

Benevolence Deacon Jeremiah Carter carterj40@yahoo.com 

Canaan Business Network Lynette Scott lynettescott1@gmail.com 

Canaan For Life Julie White faithgod123@gmail.com 

Canaan News Arvis Strickling-Jones CanaanNews3011@gmail.com 

Canaan’s Kids Nursery Linda Wells lindawells354@yahoo.com 

Charles Kirksey Prison Outreach Nancy Pearsall nancy.pearsall@state.de.us 

Christian Education Rev. Dr. Anita Coleman coleaml48@comcast.net 

Community Engagement Dr. Nakishia Bailey drkishbailey@gmail.com 

Deacons Deacon James Bonds james007sbonds@gmail.com 

Earl Gardner Transportation Montgomery Byrd byrd.montgomery@yahoo.com 

Ernest and Yolanda Purnell Seniors Patricia Risher pjrisher@verizon.net 

Rev. Dr. John Bailey Evangelism Rev. Brenda Meades ladymeades55@gmail.com 

Faith-Based Substance Abuse Counseling Rev. Robert Daniels rwdaniels2000@yahoo.com 

Greeters Rodney and Eileen Davis roddavis912@gmail.com 

Health Sis. Janice Grant mizjan5550@yahoo.com 

Higher Ground Education Rev. Dr. Debbie Bullock drdebbullock@gmail.com 

Emma Bordley Hospitality Sis. Ingrid Bostic Irespect@aol.com 

International Cultural Jennifer Grace-Umoete mnigerjen@comcast.net 

Marriage Deacon Isaac & Lorraine Perry  Deaconp96@gmail.com 

Membership Deacon Henry Carroll carrollh19010@gmail.com 

Men of Canaan Bro. Rodney Davis roddavis912@gmail.com 

Music Arvis Strickling-Jones momarvis420@gmail.com 

Office Staff Deb Piner pinerdeb@yahoo.com 

Philippians/Pastor's Aid Deacon Patricia Reed dieselreed@aol.com 

Regena Manley Missionary Dr. Sandi Hicks amazing2017@outlook.com 

Rev. Dr. Paul Wilson GriefShare Dr. Phyllis Stewart Phyllis.stewart09@comcast.net 

Security Correy Brown corry619@gmail.com 

Sexton Deacon Mike Jones deaconjones1949@gmail.com 

Sexton Deacon Robert Rivers deaconrivers21@gmail.com 

Sexton Deacon Victor Moody vmoody693@gmail.com 

Singles Rev. Vickie Gaines vgaines@gmail.com 

Sisters of Canaan Rev. Dr. Debbie Bullock drdebbullock@gmail.com 

Thomas L. Risher Veterans Albert Grant algrant@verizon.net 

Trustees Ministry Stephanie Collins scollins608@yahoo.com 

Ushers Kimburly Murray kamurray81@gmail.com 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry-Next G Sis. Adrianne Stansbury/Team 

 

 



Canaan News Online – Anniversary Edition – March 2024 – Page 13 

 

To reserve any of the church's facilities for your 

meetings and events and avoid date conflicts for 

the use of the Sanctuary, Hall of Faith, Main 

Conference room, Multipurpose room, or other 

meeting rooms, please call the church office: 

(302) 654-8818.  

 
All Ministries:  Please remember to check your 

boxes and retrieve your mail located in the Main 

Conference room. 

 
ROBOCALLS: All members are asked to lock 

the church’s telephone number, (302) 654-8818, 

in your phones. Periodically, you will receive a 

robocall from the church regarding upcoming 

events, information, and urgent announcements. 

Please DO NOT call the church office and say, 

“Someone from this number just called me.” The 

call will leave a voicemail message. 

 

 Please make sure 

the Membership 

Ministry and 

Church Office has 

your current and 

up-to-date contact 

information: 

• Formal Name 

• Email Address 

• Cell Phone Number 

• Residence / Mailing Address 

Sis. Linda Wells, Ministry Leader 

Sis. Anita Means, Assistant 

Sis. Jasmine Davis 

Hello everyone from Canaan Kids Nursery. We 

are happy to announce our one-year anniversary 

coming up March 5. One year ago, God opened 

the doors for the Canaan Kids Nursery. We have 

grown. We will host a celebration on Sunday, 

March 3, at 11:30 AM in the Hall of Faith. Please 

come to our open house, meet the teachers, and 

see what the children are learning. 

  

Nursery Schedule: 

Saturday Church School 

9:30 – 10:30 AM 

Ages 2 – 5 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Ages 5 and under 

8:45 – 11:45 AM 

RESCHEDULED 
Canaan Baptist Church 

Presents 

“KIDS IMAGINE THAT!” 
Black History Presentation for  

Children and Youth 

Presented by Award Winning Vocalist VANEISA 

 

Stories enhanced with sound effects to promote listening, 

and learning, peaking the imagination.  Join us: 

Saturday, March 2 at 9:30 AM 
(Presented during Church School in the Sanctuary) 

There will not be a distribution in 

March for the Bullock Food pantry. We 

do have inventory. If there is a need, 

please call (302) 354-9570 and we will 

arrange a pickup.  Thank you! 

Dr. Nakishia Bailey, Ministry Leader 
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As we gracefully conclude Ordinary Time on the Christian Calendar, where our 

focus has been on the diligent work of the church, we find ourselves on the brink 

of a profound transition into Lent – the season of Spring in nature and the period 

of fasting that commences with Ash Wednesday on February 14. This date serves 

as the switch that illuminates the path of spiritual renewal as we embark on a 

transformative journey through the Lenten desert with Jesus, earnestly inviting 

God to work within us during this sacred time of sacrifice. Lent, rooted in the 

narrative of Matthew 4:1-11, unfolds as a liturgical season of preparation and 

contemplation, guiding us to reflect on the poignant pain and suffering endured by Christ. It is an 

invitation to graciously unlock the chambers of our hearts once more to the profound truths embedded in 

the Word of God. With hopeful anticipation, we aspire that, in this renewed encounter, the transformative 

power of hearing it afresh will enable us to embrace a metamorphosis, becoming new in its profound 

influence upon us. The 40 days leading up to Easter (excluding Sundays) align with the duration of Jesus's 

40-day fast. Ash Wednesday, marked by reflection, self-examination, worship, praise, and preparatory 

anticipation for Easter, is a pivotal moment in the Christian Church's liturgical calendar. As we commence 

the 2024 Lenten season as a united church family, let us incline to 

embody Christ-like qualities and characteristics, becoming 

vessels through which others may witness the presence of Jesus 

within us. Some of us may opt for fasting from a specific food, 

drink, or activity, viewing it as a lasting commitment to positive 

lifestyle changes, with rest, prayer, and meditation to fortify 

spiritual resilience. Others may relinquish habits like shopping, 

social networking, or television, redirecting that time toward 

selfless service to others. Our choices during Lent, whether in 

sacrifice or commitment, are deeply personal yet profoundly spiritual 

decisions. Our collective aim is to eliminate anything incongruent 

with God's divine plan, pursuing what is good and pleasing in His sight not merely for 40 days but for the 

entirety of our lives. The Lenten season offers a unique opportunity to exemplify good stewardship, 

tending to our time, talent, and treasure, purifying our minds and physical bodies, and demonstrating 

integrity in our spaces. Let us elevate our worship and praise, prioritize our spiritual growth and 

development, foster fellowship with our Christian brethren, and intensify our dedication to at least one 

ministry. Above all, may we labor to bring more souls to Christ as we model our lifestyles after Him! Join 

us for the second-year celebration of the Lenten season, featuring pre-worship service liturgies every 

Sunday from February 18 to March 31, culminating on Easter/Resurrection Sunday at 9:40 a.m. We will 

build on last year's theme in 2024, "Journey to the Cross in the Spirit of Worship," John 

4:24. The pre-worship liturgical experience will be enhanced by the enchanting melodies 

of our music ministry and inspirational messages from our ministers and laypersons, all 

adorned in the liturgical color of Lent – purple. This color symbolizes mourning, 

suffering, humility, regret, repentance, and fasting while also representing the royal 

nature of Christ, who wore a purple cloak during His crucifixion (Mark 15:17-20; 

John 19:2-3). Each Sunday in Lent will unveil a unique insight, guiding us through 

the stages of our spiritual expedition as we worship in spirit and truth. May this 

journey to the cross be a transformative and spiritually enriching experience for 

all as we elevate our worship to a new level in the Lord. Amen and Hallelujah!   -

-Submitted By:  Rev. Dr. Debbie Strickling-Bullock, First Lady 
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MEN OF CANAAN MINISTRY

 

The first Men of Canaan Ministry held our kick-

off event on Sunday February 11, 2024. Thank 

you to all the men that stayed. We appreciate 

you! 

 

It was announced that Rodney Davis will be our 

new Ministry leader, taking the reins from Rev. 

Jeff Miller. Thank you, Rev. Miller, for your 

many years of service. Congratulations to 

Rodney Davis. We are looking forward to your 

leadership and vision for the ministry. 

 

The Core Planning Team was introduced:  

Rodney Davis, Walt Sellers, Rev. Pete Owen, 

Deacon Jeremiah Carter, Deacon Victor Moody, 

Rev. Jeff Miller, and Ernie Wells – dubbed the 

‘Magnificent 7’ (LOL!). We presented some of 

the plans for the ministry, such as Spiritual 

Growth, trips, the importance of the Men in 

Canaan and a Men’s Conference!  

 

Our first Ministry general fellowship will be on 

Saturday, March 30, 2024, 9:30 AM, in the 

Sanctuary. A light breakfast will be served in the 

Hall of Faith, starting at 8:30 AM. The speaker 

will be our Pastor, Rev. Dr. Christopher Alan 

Bullock. 

 

Men, let’s turn out and support the Ministry and 

our Pastor! 

 

 

"Look! How good and how pleasant it is for brothers 

to dwell together in unity.” Psalms 133:1 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY 
Rev. Dr. Anita Coleman 

Dean Valerie Hill 

Ministry of Christian Education 

 

Saturday Morning Church School and 

Wednesday Night 

Bible Study 
 

March begins the 

Spring Quarter: 

“Examining Our 

Faith.” We will explore 

the fullness of faith as a 

response to God’s 

desire to be in a 

relationship with us. 

The lessons ask these questions: Is your faith 

steadfast? Are you contending for the faith? 

These guided lessons will affirm our confidence 

in God because without faith it is impossible to 

please God. Let’s be intentional, motivated, and 

excited about attending Church School weekly at 

9:00 a.m. for continental breakfast, followed by 

the biblical lessons for the entire family at 9:30 

a.m., concluding at 10:30 AM. You will 

experience a blessing in every lesson. 

 

March 2024: Unit I  

“Faith-FULL versus Faith-LESS” Lessons at 

Glance 
 

March 2nd – “Sustaining Our Faith” 

(Jude 17-25) 

Lesson 1– This lesson appeals to us to contend 

for the faith that was once entrusted to the saints. 
 

March 9th – “Testing Our Faith”  

(2 Corinthians 13:5-11) 

Lesson 2 – This lesson warns Christians to 

examine themselves to make sure that they are 

living in the faith.  
 

March 16th – “Defending Our Faith” 

(1 Peter 3:8-18) 

Lesson 3 – This lesson urges us to defend our 

faith with humility, gentleness, and reverence. 

 

March 23rd – “Living in Faith” (Act 6:9-10) 

Lesson 4 – This lesson encourages the church to 

be obedient to the faith. 

March 30th – “The Resurrection: Key to 

Faith” (Mark 16:1-8) 

Lesson 5 – In this lesson we will examine how 

God unlocked the door to Resurrection faith by 

raising Jesus from the dead.  
 

Source: SSPD, Sunday School Commentary: 

Based on the International Lesson Series 

(Nashville, TN: Townsend Press, 2023-2024). 
 

Wednesday Bible Study 
 

New Study Series 

The Seven “I AM” Statements of Jesus 
In March, we will conclude the study series on 

the seven “I AM” statements of Jesus leading us 

into Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. These final 

lessons will be impactful and transformative as 

we continue to go deeper into the Word of God. 

Join us weekly at noon and 6:30 p.m. in the Hall 

of Faith. We have a place for the entire family!  

 

1. I Am the Bread of Life (John 6:35) 

2. I Am the Light of the World (John 8:12) 

3. I Am the Door (John 10:7) 

4. I Am the Good Shepherd (John 10:11, 14) 

5. I Am the Resurrection and the Life (John 

11:25) 

6. I Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 

14:6) 

7. I Am the True Vine (John 15:1)  

 

 

 

 

 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15 
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Canaan’s International 

Cultural Ministry invites 

you to a performance of 

DanceAfrica at the 

Brooklyn Academy of 

Music and African Street Festival in Brooklyn, 

New York, on Saturday, May 25, 2024. Please 

reach out to the ministry for registration and 

details of this Afrocentric day trip. 

 

Deacon-In-Training 

Alix Jefferson, Sr. 

Virtual Librarian 
 

 

Power: The Rise of Black Women In America 

by Charity C. Elder 

Before sea to shining sea. Before 

spacious skies were pierced by 

purple mountains. Before the 

uniting of one nation. Black 

women learned to rise. In 

POWER: THE RISE OF BLACK 

WOMEN IN AMERICA, award-

winning journalist and digital media executive 

Charity C. Elder posits that there has never been 

a better time to be a Black woman in the United 

States. 
 

POWER is an incisive disquisition on Black 

womanhood weaving theoretical frameworks of 

history and sociology with poignant interviews, 

ethnographic observation, and anecdotes gleaned 

from history, social media, pop culture, and the 

author’s lived experiences. 
 

Using data, the author substantiates the triumph 

of Black women. Original analysis of eighty 

years of US census data, prepared by the 

University of Minnesota and analyzed by Dr. 

Constance F. Citro, documents the remarkable 

ascension of Black women since the early 

twentieth century. An exclusive national survey 

conducted in partnership with the Marist Poll in 

2021 not only reveals that 70 percent of Black 

women say they have been successful in life, but 

also that most believe they have the power to 

succeed. 
 

POWER does not shy away from the realities of 

structural oppression identified by the late Black 

feminist scholar bell hooks; rather it illuminates 

how Black women exercise agency to create 

meaningful lives. Success is not an anomaly, but 

a defining characteristic. Black women have 

amassed power—now, Elder posits, they need to 

acknowledge it and then wield the hell out of it. 
 

Uncommon Influence: Saying Yes to a 

Purposeful Life by by Lauren and Tony Dungy 

Lauren and Tony Dungy have 

impacted countless people 

through the years with their 

generosity and care for others. 

Tony even made NFL history as 

the first African American head 

coach to win the Super Bowl. But 

the Dungys’ influence isn’t the result of their 

achievements, fame, or finances. Instead, it 

stems from the proactive, intentional choices 

they make every day―choices that have 

positioned them to live a life of profound 

meaning. 
 

You, too, can live a life that matters. As you 

implement the practices laid out in this book 

using your strengths and talents, you will see an 

unmistakable―and massive―boost in your 

personal impact on those around you and your 

ability to see others with a heart of compassion. 

You can become the person you long to be. 

What’s more, you can rewire your default 

pattern, making it easier to create permanent 

change and remove the daily burden of deciding 

how to show up in the world. By putting certain 

practices into place and predetermining your 

personal boundaries of what you’ll say yes to 

and what you’ll say no to, all that will be left 

each day is to live. 
 

Like Lauren and Tony, as you develop a regular 

practice of choosing wisely, you’ll begin living a 

life of uncommon influence and making a bigger 

difference in this world. Say “Yes!” to living a 

life of purpose! 

INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL 

MINISTRY 
Sis. Jennifer Grace-Umoete, Ministry Leader 
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CANAAN FOR LIFE MINISTRY 
Sis. Julie White, Ministry Leader 

 

“CANCER COLORS” 

You see them on lapels and 

printed on T-shirts and 

stickers. Wearing a ribbon is 

a simple way of showing 

your support for people who 

have cancer. It’s a way to 

spread awareness and send a 

message of solidarity 

without having to say a 

word. 

 

Each month, the Canaan for Life Ministry will 

post the different “Cancer Colors” representing 

the most commonly known types of cancer. 

 

The cancer colors for the month of March are: 

Colorectal Cancer – Green, Kidney Cancer – 

Orange, and Multiple Myeloma – Burgundy 

 

Anal Cancer 

 

Anal Cancer is a rare disease, 

comprising of only 2.5% of all 

digestive system cancers in the 

United States. With the number of 

cases is increasing every day, of all 

anal cancers, 90% are associated 

with HPV infection. Anal cancer 

treatments include surgery, radiation, and 

chemotherapy. 

 

Colorectal (colon) Cancer 

 

Colorectal cancer is the third most common 

cancer worldwide, accounting 

for approximately 10% of all 

cancer cases and is the second 

leading cause of cancer-related 

deaths worldwide. It 

predominantly affects older 

individuals, with the majority 

of cases occurring in people 

aged 50 and above. Several lifestyle factors 

contribute to the development of colorectal 

cancer such as a high intake of processed meats 

and low intake of fruits and vegetables, 

sedentary lifestyle, obesity, smoking, and 

excessive alcohol consumption. Colorectal 

cancer is often diagnosed at advanced stages 

when treatment options are limited. Colorectal 

and impact of colorectal cancer can be 

significantly reduced by implementing primary 

prevention strategies such as adopting a healthy 

lifestyle, avoiding risk factors, and practicing 

early detection through screening. 

 

Kidney Cancer 

 

Kidney cancer is the 14th most common cancer 

worldwide. In the United States, kidney cancer is 

the sixth most common cancer 

for men and eighth most common 

cancer for women. Kidney cancer 

is more common in African 

Americans and American Indian 

/Alaska Natives. Heredity 

accounts for 4-6% of kidney 

cancer cases. Smoking is the 

most important risk factor for 

kidney cancer. 

 

Multiple Myeloma 

 

Every year, approximately 34,000 people in the 

United States learn they have multiple myeloma, 

a type of blood cancer that 

primarily affects people 65 and 

older. Multiple myeloma is a 

cancer of plasma cells. Multiple 

myeloma can have multiple 

symptoms—or no symptoms at 

all. It is difficult to diagnose 

multiple myeloma early. 

Symptoms can be vague and may 

first be attributed to other 

diseases. Multiple myeloma can be caught early 

when a routine blood test reveals an abnormally 

high level of protein in the blood, and treatment 

depends on its stage.  

 

By Anna Schaefer www.healthline.com, 

February 15, 2018 

 

Submitted by Brenda James 

 

http://www.healthline.com/
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 DEACONS MINISTRY 
Deacon James Bonds, Ministry Leader 

 

Baptism of Joyce Washington, February 11, 2024 

Baptism of Audrey Howard and Evelyn Howard 

February 18, 2024 

Baptism of Shianta Moore, February 25, 2024 

Joy Gibson-Bailey  Milton Medina 

Azza Bond  Irene Medina 

Shaa Bond  Jakiya Mitchell 

Marquisha E. Horn  Darlene Sullivan-Moore 

Audrey Howard  Shianta Moore 

Evelyn Howard  Joyce Washington 

Pamela J. Williams 
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REGENA MANLEY 

MISSIONARY MINISTRY 
Dr. Sandi Hicks, Ministry Leader 

 

Missionaries on a Mission to Impact the Human 

Condition  
 

The Missionaries prepared and served breakfast 

Saturday morning, February 10, 2024, at 

Sojourner's Place in Washington. 

Pictured: 

Ila Slappy, Eileen Davis, Mamie Kellam, Bertha 

Gourdine, Agnes Grace and Dr Sandi Hicks. 

 

CANAAN –ATLANTA CONNECTION 
Sis. Lynnette Hudson 

 

Let’s have some fun learning more about the 

Bible.  Every month, we 

will provide a “Did You 

Know” and a few bible 

trivia questions.  The 

answers will be provided 

the following month.  

These questions will 

allow you to learn more 

about the Bible and help 

us all grow in our faith 

and walk with Jesus. 

 

Did You Know: 

Jesus was anointed by the Holy Ghost 

(Acts 10:38) 

 

Bible Trivia:  

How well did you do with February’s Bible 

Trivia?  Below are the questions and answers: 

 

Bible Trivia:  
 

1. Who in the Bible was swallowed up by the 

Earth? 

• Korah and his followers were swallowed 

up by the Earth (Numbers 16:31-33) 
 

2. Who did Jesus warn the Church of Thyatira 

about? 

• Jezebel (Revelation 2:20) 
 

3. What did God tell Moses to sprinkle in the 

sight of Pharaoh? 

• Ashes or Soot (Exodus 9:8-10) 
 

4. What offering did Gideon present to the Lord 

under the oak tree? 

• A young goat and some unleavened bread 

(Judges 6:19) 
 

5. Whose handkerchiefs were able to heal the 

sick? 

• Paul (Acts 19:12) 
 

6. How many people did Paul say would die 

during the voyage to Rome because of the 

shipwreck? 

• None.  And now I exhort you to be of 

good cheer: for there shall be no loss of 

any man’s life among you, but of the 

ship.   (Acts 27:22) 

 

April Bible Trivia: 
 

1. What apostle spoke to the Pentecost crowd 

in a loud voice? 
 

2. What did Joseph tell his brothers about his 

dreams that would upset them?  (The 

dreams said that he would become greater 

and rule over them) 
 

3. How many species of birds was Noah 

commanded to take on to the ark? 
 

4. Who advised young Christians to stop 

thinking as children think? 
 

5. When Jesus asked the Pharisees to bring 

him the tax coin, what did they give him? 
 

6. Name the biblical father who’s five 

daughters petitioned to inherit his land after 

his death? 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 
Arvis Strickling-Jones, Minister of Music 

 

CALLING ALL 

SINGERS -------
The Canaan Music Ministry 

choirs are open to welcome 

new and returning members. 

If you can sing, have a 

desire to sing, love singing 

good, gospel music, you’d like to experience 

worship and praise on another level, fellowship 

with other members who love to minister in 

song, then join us! 
 

Singing Opportunities:  

➢ Voices of Canaan 

➢ Men of Canaan – 

➢ Family Mass Choir 

➢ Mass Voices of Canaan 
 

March Rehearsal and Singing Schedule  
 

Voices of Canaan 

1st Sunday, March 3, 8:30 AM 
 

Men of Canaan 

Rehearsal:  Thursday, March 7, 6:30 PM 

2nd Sunday, March 10, 8:30 AM 
 

Mass Voices of Canaan 

Rehearsal:  Thursday, March 14, 6:30 PM 

3rd Sunday, March 17, 8:30 AM 

21st Church Anniversary 
 

Men of Canaan 

Rehearsal: Thursday, March 21, 6:30 PM 

4th Sunday, Mach 24, 8:30 AM 

Palm Sunday 
 

Mass Voices of Canaan 

Rehearsal: March 28, 6:30 PM 

5th Sunday, March 31, 8:30 AM 

Resurrection Day/Easter Sunday 
 

Canaan is celebrating two major services this 

month. ALL SINGERS are asked to participate 

in all rehearsals and services. For more 

information, please contact: 

Arvis Strickling-Jones at (302) 981-4908 or call 

the church office. 

 

MEMBERSHIP TEAM MINISTRY 
Deacon Henry Carroll, Ministry Leader 

 

The Membership Ministry team would like to 

thank you for responding to our request for 

receiving your 2023 contribution statements. The 

Membership Ministry team has prepared about 

502 tax statements for contributions of $250 or 

more for the 2023 year. 

 

FUTURE STATEMENTS WILL BE SENT 

VIA EMAIL UNLESS YOU CONTACT THE 

MEMBERSHIP MINISTRY BY APRIL 1, 

2024 TO CONTINUE RECEIVING YOUR 

STATEMENT BY MAIL.  

 

Any additional information or inquiries, 

please contact Sister Deirdre Sadler Crew at 

302-654-8818, extension 4, or 

membership@canaanbcde.org with your 

name, contact information and tithing 

number. 

 

Lastly, the Membership team thanks and 

appreciates everyone in advance for their 

cooperation during the year and in the above 

request for yearly statements.  God Bless to all. 

 

Membership Ministry Team 

Deacon Nancy Coleman 

Deacon Shebra Stafford 

Sis Deirdre Crew 

Sis Katrina Brown 

Sis Ila Slappy 

Deacon Henry Carroll 

 

 

"Bring the whole tithe into the 

storehouse, that there may be food 

in my house.  Test me in this," says 

the LORD Almighty, "and see if I 

will not throw open the floodgates of 

heaven and pour out so much 

blessing that there will not be room 

enough to store it." - Malachi 3:10 
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Sis. Rose Cohen 

Mother Caroline Congo 

Sis. Olistine Davis 

Ms. Sherry Douglas 

Sis. Marchelle Folks 

Sis. Nettie Gates 

Bro. Michael Harris 

Deacon Mary Hegazy 

Sis. Dorothy Jackson 

Bro. Jan Jackson, Sr. 

Sis. Louise Jamison 

Bro. Bruce Mason 

Mother Helen Mason 

Sis. Ekkie McClain 

Mother Blanche Moore 

Sis. Jean Nichols 

Sis. Marche Norris 

Deacon Gene Royal 

Sis. Ida Sadler 

Bro. Charles Stewart 

Sis. Carolyn Williams 

Mother Catherine Wilson 

Sis. Maxine White 

 
 

In the event of the death of a Canaan member or 

family member, please call: 

The Church Office - (302) 654-8818 

Pastor Bullock - (302) 654-8240 

Deacon James Bonds 

(484) 678-2276 

E-mail james007sbonds@gmail.com 

Canaan member, Bro. Herman Dates, age 65, 

passed away on Friday, February 9, 2024. He is 

the husband of Sis. Donna Hansford-Dates and 

stepson of Sis. Joy Hansford. Cards and 

condolences can be sent to: Sis. Donna 

Hansford-Dates, 157 Upland Avenue, Dover, DE 

19901. 

 

Mrs. Loretha Griffin Richardson, age 71, 

passed away on Wednesday, February 7, 2024 in 

Savannah, GA. She is the aunt of Sis. Deirdre 

Crew, and great-aunt of Yazmyn, Andre and 

Jordan Crew, members of Canaan. Cards and 

condolences can be sent to: The Crew Family, 

335 S. Booth Drive, New Castle, DE 19720. 

 

Mr. Ralph E. Moore, age 70, passed away on 

Saturday, February 3, 2024. He is the son of 

Mother Blanche Moore and brother of Sis. 

Glenda Moore, members of Canaan. Cards and 

condolences can be sent to: The Moore Family, 

318 Park Avenue, New Castle, DE 19720. 

 

 

To Pastor Bullock, First Lady Dr. Debbie 

Bullock, and the Canaan Church Family, we are 

so thankful for each and every one of you during 

the loss of our loved one. With each text, phone 

call, card, meal and prayer, we felt loved and 

supported by these acts of kindness. Romans 

14:12 tells us “Let each one of us please his 

neighbor for that which is good to be building 

him up.” Thank you all for building us up in 

Christ with your acts of service. Love, 

The Abram Family 

mailto:james007sbonds@gmail.com
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To Rev. Dr. Christopher A. Bullock and Rev. Dr. 

Debbie Strickling-Bullock and my Canaan 

Church family, my heart is overjoyed and 

grateful for your outpouring of love, kindness, 

and generosity. I love you both dearly, and I 

especially appreciate how you take care of your 

senior family members on all levels! Canaan is a 

beacon, and God is pleased. He is coming back, 

and He is looking for a church without a spot or 

a wrinkle. I am exceedingly proud to be a 

member of Canaan’s church family. May God 

pour out blessings upon you and your family. 

Again, thank you for your outpouring of love 

and appreciation that you’ve bestowed upon me 

and my family during Black History Month on 

February 25, 2024. You and the first lady will 

always have a special place in my heart and in 

my prayers. May God bless you and keep you 

always. Love, 

Mother Pinkie A. Melchor 

 

To the Deacon Congregational Care Team, thank 

you and God bless you. Sincerely, 

Mother Pinkie Melchor 

 

This Christmas and throughout the coming year, 

may God’s love touch everything you do. Merry 

Christmas, love, 

Peggy Grasty 

 

Dear Pastor Bullock and my Canaan Baptist 

Church family, thank you so much for your 

generous monetary Christmas gift. I felt 

extremely blessed to receive calls, visits, prayers, 

and other acts of kindness during my illness 

(11/27/2023-1/20/2024). Best wishes for a 

wonderful and blessed new year. Sincerely, 

Mother Caroline Congo 

 

On behalf of the family of my father Julius J. 

Hicks, Jr., we thank you for your cards, prayers, 

gifts, and words of comfort shared with us 

during our time of bereavement.  It made a 

difference. With Gratitude, 

Bro. Alan Hicks 

Grateful and blessed, thank you so much. The 

monetary gift was greatly appreciated. 

Mozella White Family 

 

Dear Pastor Bullock, Canaan Baptist church, 

Ministries and Church family, thank you for your 

kind expressions of sympathy during the time of 

my husband’s death, Reggie Lacefield. The 

many phone calls of comfort, cards and constant 

support during this difficult time have been 

greatly appreciated. Through all of this, God 

knows your every need and no doubt prayer 

always work, and as time goes on, He will give 

me strength that will make each day brighter. 

God bless! 

Sandra N. Lacefield 

 

Your words have comforted us, your support has 

strengthened us, and your love has sustained us. 

We extend our deepest thanks to you for your 

kindness during our greatest sadness. We 

appreciate it more than words can express, and it 

will always be remembered. 

The Family of Delores Yvonne Roy Reed 

 

Your thoughtfulness was appreciated more than 

you know. You may not realize how much this 

means to seniors over the age of 80. May God 

continue to bless each of you, as you have 

blessed me. Thank you. 

Lizzie Mathis 

 

Deacons James and 

Evola Bonds visit 

Mother Francis Smith 

for Christmas. She 

recently celebrated her 

90th birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Canaan News Online – Anniversary Edition – March 2024 – Page 24 
  



Canaan News Online – Anniversary Edition – March 2024 – Page 25 

HIGHER GROUND EDUCATION AND SCHOLARSHIP MINISTRY 

 

Call for High School Seniors and College Students 

 

Please send the following information for active Canaan members who are 

high school and college seniors graduating in Spring 2024 and students 

enrolled in higher education institutions to DrDebBullock@outlook.com for 

acknowledgment, recognition, and scholarship consideration: 

 

• Full Name 

• e-mail address 

• Cell Phone 

• School/College 

• Grade/Level 

• Anticipated graduation date 

• Future Goals, College Acceptance for Fall 2024 

 

 

Scholarship opportunities are available for Canaan members who plan to attend Grambling University, 

Edinboro University and Wilmington University. Please contact Dr. Debbie for more information. 

 

A scholarship opportunity is available to high school students from Delaware Interfaith Power and Light. 

Students write essays about how climate change is impacting their lives, and the top essayists receive cash 

scholarships. Visit https://delawareipl.org/dev/renew-2024/ for more information. 

 

The Higher Ground Education and Scholarship Ministry works to award high school and college students 

who are not only members of Canaan but also those who have regularly attended and 

are actively involved in the ministry. We have several outstanding youth and young 

adults doing great things to pursue their higher education goals. We depend on 

donations to the scholarship fund from our Canaan family members and friends and 

the Scholarship Fund to assist them in doing so. Your contributions are welcome at 

this time as this Ministry works to be a blessing to Canaan’s high school and college 

graduates and students (up to age 26) currently enrolled in an accredited institution of 

higher education. Contributions may be made via Givelify or mail / drop off checks 

payable to Canaan Baptist Church, ATTN: Scholarship Fund, 3011 New Castle Avenue, New Castle, DE 

19720. Thank you in advance for your generosity. Let us continue to encourage all students and pray for 

their ongoing success. 

 

https://delawareipl.org/dev/renew-2024/
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ERNEST AND YOLANDA PURNELL SENIOR MINISTRY 
Invites You To Attend The Broadway Musical 

“MJ “ 
Saturday, September 7, 2024 
Neil Simon Theater, Broadway 
New York City 
 
Price Includes: 

• Comfortable Bus to NYC  

• Seating in Orchestra Section 2 
 
Deposit: $100.00 due by Sunday, March 24, 2024 
Final deposit by June 15, 2024 
Tickets on Sale March 1, 2024 

For more information: 
Sis. Sandi Hicks – (302) 326-1812 

Sis. Patricia Risher – (317) 518-9942 

Total Cost: $200.00 
No Refunds 

 

HEAVENLY HUMOR 
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CANCER FOR LIFE MINISTRY  

MONTHLY FEATURE 
 

My Cancer Journey 

By Celesteen Scott 

 
In January of 2015 I 

was discussing with my 

colleague the 

importance of getting a 

yearly mammogram and 

I realized I was 

overdue. My colleague 

said, “Celeste, you are 

always taking care of 

everyone else; you better make an appointment.” 

 

I contacted the Breast Imaging Department at the 

Helen Graham Center to schedule an appointment 

and was scheduled to be seen the following week. I 

was feeling confident because I was taking care of 

business. 

 

Unfortunately, this would be the first of many 

appointments due to me being diagnosed with DCIS-

Ductual Carcinoma In Situ. Although my cancer was 

in Stage I, the surgery was a total reconstruction of 

both breasts to ensure the removal of the affected 

Lymph Nodes. My journey involved six weeks of 

radiation and appointments with the Oncologist at 

least twice a year for the next five years. 

 

On April 17, 2018, I was in the emergency room with 

severe abdominal pain. During that visit, the doctor 

ordered a Cat Scan to determine the origin of the 

pain. The Cat Scan revealed acute diverticulitis. The 

doctor prescribed antibiotics and advised me to 

follow up with my family doctor. I saw my family 

doctor about ten days later and advised her I was 

feeling better. 

 

About 30 days, later as I was getting ready for work 

and I heard a voice say “why are you fooling around 

with this”? I turned around and there was no one 

there. I just dismissed it and thought I did not hear 

anything. I proceeded to get ready and the voice said, 

“when are you going to do something about it?”. 

Now there was no doubt in my mind that I heard this 

voice. I work in a dentist’s office and when I got to 

work, I shared what happened with my doctor. I 

asked him to call the Radiologist to take another look 

at my Cat Scan. Well, we got a chance to talk and he 

advised me Diverticulitis takes a long time to heal. 

So, I thought that was the issue. A moment later he 

told me I also had a lesion on my kidney. I stated 

“What!” He again stated I had a lesion on my kidney 

and “didn’t anyone tell you?”. I responded, “no and 

this is the first time I am hearing it.” I also stated, 

“there was no indication on my discharge papers.” He 

then advised me to have another Cat Scan as soon as 

possible. I was angry and devastated.  How could this 

be happening. 

 

On July 10, 2018, I had a partial Nephrectomy on my 

right kidney and GOD was with me. I thank Him 

every day for sending His angels to watch over me. I 

was fortunate to not have to do Chemotherapy and I 

have made five years Cancer free. 

 

In life we do have trials that will test our faith, but 

remember GOD is always with you. 

 

As a member of Canaan’s Cancer Ministry, we strive 

to be a resource and confidant to anyone facing a 

diagnosis of Cancer. 

 

CONSUMER ALERT! 
National Slam the Scam Day 

March 7, 2024 
 

On National Slam the Scam Day and throughout 

the year, we give you the tools to recognize 

Social Security-related scams and stop scammers 

from stealing your money and personal 

information. Help protect your loved ones and 

people in your community this Slam the Scam 

Day by: 

Educating them about 

government imposter 

scams. Let them know 

they shouldn’t be 

embarrassed to report if 

they shared personal 

information or suffered a 

financial loss. It is 

important to report the 

scam as quickly as possible. 

 

• Sharing our Scam Alert fact sheet and 

helping educate others about how to protect 

themselves. 

 

Report Social Security-related scams to the 

Social Security Office of the Inspector General 

(OIG). 

 

https://links.ssa.gov/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnNzYS5nb3YvZnJhdWQvYXNzZXRzL21hdGVyaWFscy9FTi0wNS0xMDU5Ny5wZGY_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPW9pZy1zY2FtLTI0JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PXNjYW0tYWxlcnQtcGRmLWZlYjIwMjQmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDIxOS45MDQ2NjcyMSJ9.FeEEisQn08bcNfIZXRGOWHdLJRoeitDuMG_6w6SoHLA/s/594044325/br/237350904592-l
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Mother Pinkie Anthony Melchor 
Resolution in Celebration of Black History Month 

 

Whereas it is with immense joy and pride that Canaan Baptist Church 

acknowledges the remarkable life and achievements of Mother Pinkie 

Anthony Melchor, who was born in Statesville, North Carolina, 93 years 

ago; and 

 

Whereas, Mother Pinkie Anthony Melchor, a distinguished individual, 

demonstrated exceptional academic prowess by achieving the position of 

valedictorian in her graduating class; and 

 

Whereas, her illustrious career has been 

marked by versatility and dedication, serving 

as a neuro-psychiatric technician, psychiatric technician, nurse, and 

correction officer as a sergeant, and proudly contributing to the defense of 

our nation as an Army veteran during the Korean War; and 

 

Whereas, Mother Pinkie Anthony Melchor, the loving mother of five, 

grandmother of six, and great-grandmother of three, has been a beacon of 

love, wisdom, and strength for her family; and 
 

Whereas her passion for sports, including tennis, football, basketball, and 

golf, reflects a vibrant spirit and love for life; and 
 

Whereas, her favorite hobbies of cooking, reading, and fishing have added to the richness of her character 

and community involvement; and 
 

Whereas, Mother Pinkie Anthony Melchor's remarkable literary talents have been showcased through 

her articles in Reader's Digest and Poets and Writers, and her three published books, "Reality: The Other 

Side of Life and Love" (2021), "I.C. Mombosa, Private Investigator, Part 1" (2022), and "I.C. Mombosa, 

Private Investigator, Part 2" (2023), have received well-deserved five-star ratings on Amazon; 
 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that Canaan Baptist Church extends its heartfelt congratulations, 

admiration, and appreciation to Mother Pinkie Anthony 

Melchor for her enduring commitment to excellence, her 

service to others, and her significant contributions to literature 

and our community. 
 

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be 

presented to Mother Pinkie Anthony Melchor as a token of 

our admiration and a lasting testament to the impact she has 

made on the hearts and minds of those fortunate enough to 

know her. 

 

Given this 25th day of February 2024. 

 

Rev. Dr. Christopher Alan Bullock, Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Debbie Strickling-Bullock, First Lady 

Canaan Baptist Church of Delaware 
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Please read this month’s 

section of local, state and 

national news articles from 

various sources for 

information, empowerment 

and your reading pleasure. 

 

 

 

10 POWERFUL PRAYERS 

FOR LENT 
Lent is a time of reflection and renewed faith as 

we focus on the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. Use these Lent prayers as you take 

time to sacrifice in order to clear distractions and 

recommit your life to Jesus. 

 

Find the best prayers for Lent as we embark on 

the 40-day journey to Easter Sunday! The 

Lenten season developed as part of the historical 

Christian calendar and is typically celebrated by 

Catholics, Orthodox Christians, and some 

mainline Protestant churches that follow a 

liturgical calendar.  

 

Although its format has varied throughout the 

centuries and different cultures, the basic concept 

of Lent remains: to open our hearts to God's 

refining grace through prayer, confession, 

fasting, and almsgiving as we anticipate Holy 

Week. Lent traditionally lasts forty days, 

modeled after Christ's forty-day fast in the 

desert, and ends on Good Friday. In the Western 

Church, Lent officially begins with a reminder of 

our mortality on Ash Wednesday. 

 

Prayer is an important part of Lent as it is the 

main source of communication to God. As you 

meditate on the sacrifice of Jesus, these prayers 

for lent will help you verbalize your faith! 

 

Praying and Fasting for Lent 

The Biblical practice of fasting can be found in 

both the Old Testament and the New, with 

Moses (Exodus 34:28; Deuteronomy 9:9-18), 

Elijah (1 Kings 19:8), and our Lord (Matthew 

4:2) all participating in 40-day fasts. Fasting is a 

way of denying ourselves the excesses and 

distractions of life so that we might be more 

aware of the Lord's voice. It is also a way of 

disciplining yourself, strengthening your 

"spiritual muscles," so to speak so that when 

temptations arise in life, you are already used to 

saying "no" to your desires. And finally, fasting 

is also a way of participating, in a small way, in 

the sufferings of Christ and can be particularly 

powerful when accompanied by prayer and 

confession. 

 

10 Prayers for Lent 

Here are ten prayers you can use for Lent and 

Scriptures to help you during a time of reflection 

and repentance:  

 

1. Lent Prayer for Strength and Guidance 

Lord God Almighty, shaper and ruler of all 

creatures, we pray for your great mercy, that you 

guide us towards you, for we cannot find our 

way. 

 

And guide us to your will, to the need of our 

soul, for we cannot do it ourselves. And make 

our mind steadfast in your will and aware of our 

soul’s need. 

 

Strengthen us against the temptations of the 

devil, and remove from us all lust and every 

unrighteousness, and shield us against our foes, 

seen and unseen. 

 

Teach us to do your will, that we may inwardly 

love you before all things with a pure mind. For 

you are our maker and our redeemer, our help, 

our comfort, our trust, our hope; praise and glory 

be to you now and forever. 

Source: Alfred the Great, 9th century 

 

2. Protect from Any Temptation 

O Christ, Son of God, for our sake you fasted 

forty days and allowed yourself to be tempted. 

Protect us so that we may not be led astray by 

any temptation. Since man does not live by bread 

alone, nourish our souls with the heavenly food 

of your Word; through your mercy, O our God, 

https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-lent-meaning-history-tradition-lenten-season.html
https://www.christianity.com/church/denominations/what-is-catholicism.html
https://www.christianity.com/church/denominations/what-is-protestantism-why-is-it-important.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/easter/what-is-holy-week.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/easter/what-is-holy-week.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/how-long-did-jesus-fast-in-the-wilderness-last.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-s-so-good-about-good-friday.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-ash-wednesday-why-do-christians-celebrate-it.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/bible/fasting-in-the-bible-scriptures-on-meaning-and-importance.html
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=exodus+34:28
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=deuteronomy+9%3a9-18
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=matthew+4:2
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=matthew+4:2
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/prayer/prayers-for-lent-pray-for-strength-from-temptation.html
https://www.christianity.com/god/jesus-christ/who-is-this-son-of-god.html
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you are blessed and live and govern all things, 

now and forever. Amen. 

Source: Freely modified from Mozarabic 

Collects 

 

3. Lent Prayer for Strength and Protection 

Lord God, heavenly Father, you know that we 

are set in the midst of so many and great dangers, 

that by reason of the frailty of our nature we 

cannot always stand upright: Grant us such 

strength and protection, to support us in all 

danger, and carry us through all temptations; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Source: Martin Luther, the German Litany 

 

4. Prayer for God to Bring Beauty from Ashes: 

Dear God, In this season of Lent, we’re 

reminded of our difficulties and struggles. 

Sometimes, the way has seemed too dark. 

Sometimes, we feel like our lives have been 

marked by such grief and pain we don’t see how 

our circumstances can ever change. 

 

But in the midst of our weakness, we ask that 

You would be strong on our behalf. Lord, rise 

within us. Let Your Spirit shine out of every 

broken place we’ve walked through. Allow Your 

power to be manifested through our weakness so 

that others will recognize it is You who is at 

work on our behalf. 

 

We ask that you trade the ashes of our lives for 

the beauty of your Presence. Trade our mourning 

and grief for the oil of joy and gladness from 

your Spirit. Trade our despair for hope and 

praise. We choose to give you thanks today and 

believe that this season of darkness will fade 

away. 

 

Thank You that You are with us in whatever we 

face and that You are greater than this trial. We 

know and recognize that You are Sovereign, we 

thank You for the victory that is ours because of 

Christ Jesus, and we are confident that You have 

good still in store for our future. We thank you 

that you are at work right now, trading our ashes 

for greater beauty. We praise You, for You make 

all things new. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. ~ By 

Debbie McDaniel. 

 

5. Lead Us to Love You Sincerely 

O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power, 

you opened the eyes of the blind and showed 

yourself to them. Turn our eyes away from 

worthless things, and lead us to love you 

sincerely, through your mercy, 

O our God, you are blessed and live and govern 

all things, now and forever. Amen. 

 

What Does It Mean to Waste Time with 

Jesus? 

Source: Freely modified from Mozarabic 

Collects 

 

6. Lent Prayer for a Clean Heart 

Create a clean heart in me, O God: a humble 

heart, a meek heart, a peaceful heart, a 

benevolent heart, a devout heart which does evil 

to no one, which does not repay evil for evil, but 

overcomes evil with good, which loves You 

above all things, always thinks about you, speaks 

about you, gives you thanks, delights in hymns 

and spiritual songs, and has its citizenship in 

heaven. Amen. 

Source: Girolamo Savonarola 

 

7. Defend Us from All Enemies 

O Lord, mercifully hear our prayer and stretch 

forth the right hand of your majesty to defend us 

from all enemies that rise up against us; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

Source: Gregorian Sacramentary, 8th Century, 

Historic Collect for the First Sunday in Lent 

 

8. Lent Prayer for Strength 

O God, you see that we have no strength in 

ourselves. Keep us both outwardly and inwardly. 

Defend us from all adversities which hurt the 

body, and cleanse us from all evil thoughts 

which afflict the mind; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Source: Gregorian Sacramentary, 8th Century, 

Historic Collect for the Second Sunday in Lent 

 

 

https://www.christianity.com/plus/what-does-it-mean-to-waste-time-with-jesus.html
https://www.christianity.com/plus/what-does-it-mean-to-waste-time-with-jesus.html
https://www.christianity.com/plus/what-does-it-mean-to-waste-time-with-jesus.html
https://www.christianity.com/plus/what-does-it-mean-to-waste-time-with-jesus.html
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9. Lent Prayer for Defense 

Almighty God, look on the humble desires of 

your servants. Stretch forth the right hand of 

your majesty and be our sure defense; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

Source: Gregorian Sacramentary, 8th Century, 

Historic Collect for the Third Sunday in Lent 

 

10. Lent Prayer for the Comfort of God's Grace 

Almighty God, grant that we who deserve to be 

afflicted for our evil deeds may mercifully be 

relieved by the comfort of your grace; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

Source: Gregorian Sacramentary, 8th Century, 

Historic Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Bible Verses for Lent Readings 

 

In addition to praying during Lent, there are 

many Bible verses suitable for Lenten reflection 

and can be included in your reading during the 

Lenten season. These Scriptures are powerful 

reminders of the love God shows us through the 

life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ: 

 

1. Joel 2:12: "Even now," declares the LORD, 

"return to me with all your heart, with fasting 

and weeping and mourning." 

 

2. Matthew 4:1-2: "Then Jesus was led by the 

Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil. After fasting forty days and forty 

nights, he was hungry." 

 

3. Isaiah 58:6-7: "Is not this the kind of fasting 

I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice 

and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the 

oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it 

not to share your food with the hungry and to 

provide the poor wanderer with shelter—

when you see the naked, to clothe them, and 

not to turn away from your own flesh and 

blood?" 

 

4. Matthew 6:16-18: "When you fast, do not 

look somber as the hypocrites do, for they 

disfigure their faces to show men they are 

fasting. Truly I tell you, they have their 

reward. But when you fast, put oil on your 

head and wash your face, so that it will not 

be obvious to men that you are fasting, but 

only to your Father, who is unseen; and your 

Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 

reward you." 

 

5. Psalm 51:10: "Create in me a pure heart, O 

God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me." 
 

6. 2 Corinthians 6:2: "For he says, 'In the time 

of my favor I heard you, and in the day of 

salvation I helped you.' I tell you, now is the 

time of God's favor, now is the day of 

salvation." 
 

7. Mark 8:34: "Then he called the crowd to 

him along with his disciples and said: 

'Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me.' 
 

8. Psalm 34:18: "The LORD is close to the 

brokenhearted and saves those who are 

crushed in spirit." 
 

9. Matthew 6:21: "For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also." 
 

10. Romans 12:1: "Therefore, I urge you, 

brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, 

to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 

and pleasing to God—this is your true and 

proper worship." 
 

These verses can serve as meaningful focal 

points for meditation, prayer, and reflection 

during the Lenten season, helping individuals 

deepen their spiritual journey and draw closer to 

God. 
 

Christianity.Com Editorial Staff,  

Christianity.com 

Updated February 08, 2024 

 

**************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=joel+2:12
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=matthew+4%3a1-2
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=isaiah+58%3a6-7
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=matthew+6%3a16-18
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=psalms+51:10
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=2+corinthians+6:2
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=mark+8:34
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=psalms+34:18
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=matthew+6:21
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=romans+12:1
https://www.christianity.com/author/christianitycom-editorial-staff/
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How Hakeem Jeffries' Black Baptist 

upbringing and deep-rooted faith 

shapes his House leadership 
 

House Minority 

Leader Hakeem 

Jeffries, D-New York, 

records a welcome 

message for an 

upcoming conference 

of preachers at Cornerstone Baptist Church in 

New York, Thursday, January 25, 2024. For 

Jeffries, 53, his leadership in the House traces 

back to his formative days growing up and 

serving at Cornerstone, a historically Black 

congregation which he still attends. “It certainly 

was an important part of my mother’s life, and 

therefore my younger brother’s and myself,” he 

said during an interview. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 

 

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., 

records a welcome message for an upcoming 

conference of preachers at Cornerstone Baptist 

Church in New York, Thursday, January 25, 

2024. In his youth, Jeffries became one of 

Cornerstone’s white-gloved, dues-paying ushers, 

tending to crying babies and handling 

neighborhood traffic issues during worship 

services. Hakeem said that being an usher 

“taught me how to count, engage and serve.” (AP 

Photo/Seth Wenig) 

 

House Minority 

Leader Hakeem 

Jeffries, D-N.Y., 

center, greets 

seniors at 

Cornerstone Baptist 

Church in New 

York, Thursday, January 25, 2024. Cornerstone 

in its heyday was the spiritual home for many 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren of 

enslaved African Americans who fled to 

Brooklyn from the 

South for better 

opportunities, 

including war-

industry jobs. (AP 

Photo/Seth Wenig) 

 

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., 

left, talks with Rev. Lawrence E. Aker, III, at 

Cornerstone Baptist Church in New York, 

Thursday, January 25, 2024. The church has long 

been part of the National Baptist Convention, the 

largest Black denomination in the U.S. (AP 

Photo/Seth Wenig) 

 

House Minority 

Leader Hakeem 

Jeffries, D-N.Y., 

right, talks with 

Rev, Lawrence E. 

Aker, III, as they 

walk around 

Cornerstone 

Baptist Church in New York, Thursday, January 

25, 2024. For Jeffries, 53, his leadership in the 

House traces back to his formative days growing 

up and serving at Cornerstone, a historically 

Black congregation which he still attends. “It 

certainly was an important part of my mother’s 

life, and therefore my younger brother’s and 

myself,” he said during an interview. (AP 

Photo/Seth Wenig)  

 

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., 

left, leaves Cornerstone Baptist Church in New 

York, Thursday, January 25, 2024. Jeffries said 

his maternal grandmother, a longtime 

Cornerstone member, often shared a prediction: 

“I think one day you’re going to be a preacher.” 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 

 

FILE - President Joe Biden, with from left, 

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-

N.Y., and House Speaker Mike Johnson of La., 

listen during the National Prayer Breakfast, 

Thursday, February 1, 2024, at the Capitol in 

Washington. The differences are vast between 

Johnson, a staunchly conservative Republican, 

and Jeffries, a hero to liberal Democrats. But at 

the prayer breakfast earlier this month, they 

collegially took turns reading Scripture — 

evoking how their shared Christianity confronts 

evil. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File) 

 

FILE - House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries 

of N.Y., hands the gavel to speaker-elect Rep. 

Mike Johnson, R-La., at the Capitol in 

Washington, Wednesday, October 25, 2023. The 

two Baptists work side-by-side in the House but 

https://www.phillytrib.com/news/how-hakeem-jeffries-black-baptist-upbringing-and-deep-rooted-faith-shapes-his-house-leadership/article_e340cd3d-292b-504b-b55e-f83f2a242f37.html#2
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/how-hakeem-jeffries-black-baptist-upbringing-and-deep-rooted-faith-shapes-his-house-leadership/article_e340cd3d-292b-504b-b55e-f83f2a242f37.html#2
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/how-hakeem-jeffries-black-baptist-upbringing-and-deep-rooted-faith-shapes-his-house-leadership/article_e340cd3d-292b-504b-b55e-f83f2a242f37.html#4
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/how-hakeem-jeffries-black-baptist-upbringing-and-deep-rooted-faith-shapes-his-house-leadership/article_e340cd3d-292b-504b-b55e-f83f2a242f37.html#4
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/how-hakeem-jeffries-black-baptist-upbringing-and-deep-rooted-faith-shapes-his-house-leadership/article_e340cd3d-292b-504b-b55e-f83f2a242f37.html#6
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/how-hakeem-jeffries-black-baptist-upbringing-and-deep-rooted-faith-shapes-his-house-leadership/article_e340cd3d-292b-504b-b55e-f83f2a242f37.html#6
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/how-hakeem-jeffries-black-baptist-upbringing-and-deep-rooted-faith-shapes-his-house-leadership/article_e340cd3d-292b-504b-b55e-f83f2a242f37.html#8
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/how-hakeem-jeffries-black-baptist-upbringing-and-deep-rooted-faith-shapes-his-house-leadership/article_e340cd3d-292b-504b-b55e-f83f2a242f37.html#8
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/how-hakeem-jeffries-black-baptist-upbringing-and-deep-rooted-faith-shapes-his-house-leadership/article_e340cd3d-292b-504b-b55e-f83f2a242f37.html#2
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are miles apart politically and theologically. 

Jeffries, whose faith is rooted in the Black social 

gospel, has not been shy — just not as outspoken 

as Johnson regarding the role faith plays in his 

political duties. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File) 
 

WASHINGTON— House Speaker Mike 

Johnson and House 

Minority Leader 

Hakeem Jeffries stood 

together at the annual 

National Prayer 

Breakfast — an 

opportunity, in the words of one introductory 

speaker, to "put our political differences aside." 

 

Such differences are vast between Johnson, a 

staunchly conservative Republican, and Jeffries, 

a hero to liberal Democrats. But at the prayer 

breakfast earlier this month, they collegially took 

turns reading Scripture — evoking how their 

shared Christianity confronts evil. 

 

It was a fleeting moment of unity for the two 

Baptist leaders who work side-by-side in the 

House but are miles apart politically and 

theologically. Jeffries, whose faith is rooted in 

the Black social gospel, has not been shy — just 

not as outspoken as Johnson regarding the role 

faith plays in his political duties. 

 

Jeffries spoke in depth with The Associated 

Press about his religious upbringing, which was 

centered at Cornerstone Baptist Church in the 

New York City borough of Brooklyn. He 

declined several invitations to comment on 

present-day dynamics in the House, including 

the lingering cross-party tensions brought on by 

Donald Trump's presidency and his efforts to 

contest the 2020 election. 

 

However, Jeffries' religious commitment while 

in office has been noticed by his political peers. 

"There's nothing that the public can detect more 

clearly than sincerity, especially young people — 

they know when you're real. In terms of being a 

person of faith and justice, Hakeem Jeffries is 

real," said former Speaker of the House Nancy 

Pelosi. 

 

Jeffries, a New York Democrat who became 

minority leader in November 2022, handed the 

speaker's gavel to Johnson, a Louisiana 

Republican, on October 25. Outside of that 

ceremonial moment, the two hardly interact in 

public. When pressed at a recent news 

conference to characterize their relationship, 

Jeffries said it was "functional." 

 

Johnson, 52, is a Southern Baptist — one of the 

white conservative evangelicals who are the 

majority in America's largest Protestant 

denomination. While celebrated by many on the 

Christian right, Johnson's expressions of faith 

and past legal advocacy have faced extensive 

scrutiny, including his positions against abortion 

and LGBTQ+ rights. 

 

If anyone was curious about his views, Johnson 

told Fox News host Sean Hannity, "Go pick up a 

Bible off your shelf and read it — that's my 

worldview." 

 

Jeffries also is deeply familiar with the Bible. 

For example, he has shared on social media a 

passage from the New Testament's Book of 

Ephesians evoking the need to "wrestle ... against 

spiritual wickedness in high places." 

 

For Jeffries, 53, his leadership in the House 

traces back to his formative days growing up and 

serving at Cornerstone, a historically Black 

congregation which he still attends. 

 

"It certainly was an important part of my 

mother's life, and therefore my younger brother's 

and myself," he told the AP. 

 

Cornerstone in its heyday was the spiritual home 

for many grandchildren and great-grandchildren 

of enslaved African Americans who fled to 

Brooklyn from the South for better opportunities, 

including war-industry jobs. The church has long 

been part of the National Baptist Convention, the 

largest Black denomination in the U.S. 

 

Cornerstone — and the Black Church more 

broadly — taught Jeffries how to build 

consensus, said the Rev. Al Sharpton, the civil 

rights leader who met Jeffries as a young lawyer. 

Navigating competing in-house constituencies 

and varied personalities gave him the 

temperament needed to lead a diverse, complex 

body of people, Sharpton said. 

https://www.phillytrib.com/news/how-hakeem-jeffries-black-baptist-upbringing-and-deep-rooted-faith-shapes-his-house-leadership/article_e340cd3d-292b-504b-b55e-f83f2a242f37.html#8
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"He became committed to doing what he thought 

was right, rather than doing what was politically 

advantageous for his own benefit," Sharpton 

added. 

 

In his youth, Jeffries became one of 

Cornerstone's white-gloved, dues-paying ushers, 

tending to crying babies and handling 

neighborhood traffic issues during worship 

services. Hakeem said that being an usher 

"taught me how to count, engage and serve." 

 

Jeffries said his maternal grandmother, a 

longtime Cornerstone member, often shared a 

prediction: "I think one day you're going to be a 

preacher." 

 

Her grandson took another path of service, but 

Jeffries did make certain to get the blessing of 

two Brooklyn pastors, including Cornerstone's, 

before entering his first New York legislative 

race. 

 

Over the decades, Jeffries has been inspired by 

numerous Black leaders whose civil rights 

advocacy was fueled by their interpretation of 

the Gospel. Among them was the Rev. Martin 

Luther King Jr. — a friend of Hakeem's 

childhood pastor, the Rev. Sandy F. Ray. 

 

Harry S. Wright, Cornerstone's pastor after Ray's 

death in 1979, said Jeffries' upbringing at the 

church shaped him for a life of service. 

 

"The emphasis was on being a wonderful person 

... with an idea that you make your life count for 

something with your commitment to make the 

world better," Wright said. "With his drive, 

training and genius, he just got into the right 

lanes, and we see the fruit of it in the kind of 

person that he is today." 

 

Jeffries came of age during an uptick in police 

brutality cases in New York and elsewhere. He 

says his decision to attend law school, and 

dedicate himself to the fight for racial justice, 

was motivated by the 1992 acquittal of four 

white policemen in Los Angeles after they had 

been shown on video brutally beating an African 

American man, Rodney King. 

 

After getting his law degree, Jeffries spent 10 

years in private practice before winning a seat in 

the New York State Assembly in 2007. 

 

Since entering Congress in 2013, Jeffries has 

been true to his roots. For instance, he was lead 

sponsor of a 2015 measure outlawing police use 

of the chokehold and other tactics hindering a 

person's breathing. 

 

Early in his congressional career, when Jeffries 

needed help injecting theology into one of his 

speeches, he asked for the advice of Rep. 

Emmanuel Cleaver II, D-Mo. 

 

Cleaver, an ordained United Methodist minister, 

said that kind of deference to himself and toward 

late former colleagues like John Lewis, John 

Conyers and Elijah Cummings endeared Jeffries 

to the Congressional Black Caucus. 

 

"You know, this guy seems a little bit different," 

Cleaver recalled telling a colleague. "One of the 

things I liked was he wasn't trying to (wear) his 

Christianity on his sleeve." 

 

Nancy Pelosi hopes that Democratic success in 

November will enable Jeffries to claim her 

former position as speaker of the House. She 

depicts him as a man of deep faith who believes 

there's a spark of divinity in everyone. 

 

That ethos, Pelosi said, is clear in "Hakeem's 

attitude, his language and the rest, and in fact, his 

beautiful speech from the Bible on the podium 

when he was handing over the gavel to the new 

speaker – which he'll be receiving back in about 

10 months." 

 

In that speech, Jeffries said, "Every time we have 

faced adversity, the good news here in America 

is that we have always overcome. ... That is why 

America remains the last best hope on Earth." 

 

DARREN SANDS 

February 28, 2024 
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Happy 20th Anniversary 

Lenny and Arlene Brokenbrough 

On March 2 

Deacons James and Evola Bonds 

49th Wedding Anniversary 

March 22 

Joe and Chauncey Moore 

celebrate their 

53rd Anniversary on March 13 

Shelton and Lynnette Hudson 

Celebrate their 36th anniversary on 

March 23 
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Tracie Sellers 

March 1 
Janelle Benson 

March 2 

Sophia Smith 

March 6 - 86 years 

 

Carolyn White 

March 13 

Kimura Anderson 

March 12 

 

Melanie Tolson 

March 14 

Mother Elaine Wescott 

March 27 
Mother Maebelle Hicks 

91 Years - March 18  Mrs. Ida Sadler 

80 Years on March 16 

Pamela Cotman 

March 30 

 

Marquisha Horn 

March 31 

 

Joy Hansford 

March 29 
Benjamin Bullock 

March 30 

Tony Graves March 3 

Jennifer Graves - March 23 
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Canaan Milestones 
 

Warner School 

December 16, 2002, First meeting of Core 

Planters, Rev. Dr. Christopher Alan Bullock, 

Spiritual Advisor 
 

Name Established: 

Canaan Baptist 

Church ** First 

Worship service 

held at Warner 

School, Dr. 

Christopher Alan 

Bullock preached ** Canaan Baptist Church 

Incorporated ** Church Organization 

meeting held at People’s Settlement ** Rev. 

Roy L. Thompson elected Interim Pastor ** 

Declared 134 chartered members ** Began 

Weekly Services at Wilmington Drama 

League ** First Baptism Service at Shiloh 

Baptist Church 

 

Wilmington Drama League 

Rev. Dr. 

Christopher Alan 

Bullock elected as 

First Pastor of 

Canaan Baptist 

Church ** 

Administration 

office 202-35th Street opened ** First 

Church Anniversary, Dr. W. Wilson Goode; 

his message--“Move-on” ** Pastor-Elect 

Bullock preaches first sermon ** Hired 

Administrative Assistant, Rev. Emma 

Corbin ** 1st Family and Friends 

Fellowship Day ** 

Arvis Strickling-Jones 

elected as Minister of 

Music ** Church 

colors and logo 

announced ** Dr. 

Christopher Alan Bullock installed as Pastor 

** Gift of $500,000 donated by Mr. Foster 

Friess for ministry ** Church Constitution 

Ratified ** Worship Services moved to 

Ursuline Academy 

 

Ursuline Academy 

Land purchase loan 

approved ** 2nd 

Anniversary 

Service, Bank One 

Center, Amachi 

Program Blessed ** Canaan Baptist Church 

moves into the Performing Arts Center 

location ** The Promise of Canaan” TV 

Ministry was launched Channel 28 ** Vote 

to purchase New Castle Avenue property ** 

Contract Accepted 3011 New Castle Avenue 

** Ground Breaking Ceremony ** Closed 

on Property at 3011 New Castle Avenue ** 

Began Capital Campaign Construction 

Phase ** Planted capsule with Canaan 

Bible, Israel Rock encased in Banner from 

Drama League Worship Site **Voices of 

Canaan purchased new choir robes  

 
Our New Home on New Castle Avenue 
Inaugural Service held at 3011 New Castle 

Avenue on 

September 27, 

2008 ** In 

the new 

location, 

baptized 29 

** 52 received right hand of fellowship ** 

Deacon Emeritus Celebration for Deacons 

Don Bowman, G. Philip Braxton, Paul 

Collins, James Henry, Amos McCluney, Jr., 

Mattie Stallings, and Earl H. Gardner, 

(posthumous) ** Angel Tree distributed gifts 

and food to over 250 families 

Steeple purchased / installed ** Front and 

Back Overhangs purchased / installed ** 
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Stained Glass Cross purchased / installed in 

Sanctuary ** Sound System Upgraded ** 

Phase 2 Team Selected and Consecrated ** 

Created new website for Canaan Baptist 

Church ** 9 Billboards across New Castle 

County ** Collected 4,000 guns during 

homeland security gun collection ** 

Hundreds of Souls Saved and Baptized ** 

Installed Steeple, Highway signage, Red 

Cross above Baptism Pool ** Diverse 

Membership Ethnicity noted as 25 nations 

 

Distributed 14,000 cans of Campbell’s Soup 

** Distributed 4,002 brand new school aged 

coats ** Canaan Baptist Church invited as 

special guest to celebrate the 120th 

Anniversary of 8th Street Baptist Church, 

Pastor Bullock delivered the sermon as the 

only living former Pastor of 8th Street 

Baptist Church ** Dr. Bullock elected first 

African American President New Castle 

County Council ** Baptized 144 new souls; 

increased membership by 303 ** First Unity 

Day ** Service at Chase Center 

 

Music Ministry hosted the Mighty Clouds 

of Joy for two years; hosted the Jackson 

Southernaires and will again for Easter 

Weekend March 2023 

 

Hall of Faith 

Arise and Build Capital Campaign launched 

to expand Church ** Plans to build 

Fellowship Hall, Commercial Kitchen, 

offices and classrooms to increase 

ministries’ ability to serve community ** 

June – Closed on construction loan ** 

Established “Hallelujah Sunday”, 

celebrating all Ministries of Canaan 

 

Youth and Young Adult Ministry sponsored 

their 2nd Scholarship Gala, raising over 

$50,000 total over 2 years  ** 

Groundbreaking ceremony for the new 

Fellowship Hall and Facilities  **  Ribbon-

Cutting Ceremony of the new “Hall of 

Faith” 

 

Held first 3-night Thanksgiving Revival 

 

More Milestones… 
 

Served as a COVID Testing and 

Vaccinations Site ** Saturday Church 

School Model began Saturday, February 4, 

2022  **  Purchased and upgraded to a new 

digital PA System Installation  **  Canaan 

News Online celebrates 4 years of global 

publication  **  Canaan For Life Ministry 

awarded for being the #1 team in making 

strides against cancer  **  Food Distribution 

every 3rd Sunday feeding over 500 families 

monthly  **  Pastor Bullock joined Rev. Al 

Sharpton for a Summit at the University of 

Delaware** Canaan on the Radio – WDEL 

1150 AM – 107.1 FM Sundays 9:00 AM **  

Pastor’s Kids Corner – Canaan’s Kids 

Nursery opened on Sunday, February 12, 

2023 ** The church continues to evangelize, 

win souls to Christ, Baptism services held 
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Meet our Anniversary Guest Preacher 

 

REV. DR. DARRON D. MCKINNEY, SR. 
 

Dr. Darron McKinney Sr. is an accomplished pastor, community 

leader, organizer and activist, ministry consultant, faith-based 

developer and social/spiritual advocate who is often sought after 

to offer public testimony and commentary on matters of public 

policy and leadership. 

 

With over 15 years of Pastoral Leadership, he has served at Mt. 

Vernon Baptist Church in Memphis, TN and Macedonia Baptist 

Church in Baltimore, MD. In October of 2017, Dr. McKinney 

joined the Bright Hope family as their 6th Pastor. Currently, he serves as the 

President/CEO of Bridge of Hope Community Development Corporation and Vice 

President of Bright Hope Non-Profit Development Corporation. 

 

Dr. McKinney graduated, Cum Laude, with a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree from Lane 

College, a Master of Divinity (M.Div.) degree from Memphis Theological Seminary and a 

Doctor of Ministry (D. Min.) degree in the area of Prophetic Preaching from United 

Theological Seminary. Seeing the pastoral work intricately interwoven to business, Dr. 

McKinney enrolled in the Merrick School of Business at the University of Baltimore. In 

May 2020, he completed the requirements of a Master of Business degree focusing on 

Public-Sector Management. 

 

Because of his love for the academy, he has served as a Graduate Research Supervisor, 

offering peer and professional counsel to doctoral students. In 2014, he along with other 

colleagues developed a non-credit Community Building Strategies certificate program in 

partnership with the College of Public Affairs at the University of Baltimore. Dr. 

McKinney is a member of the 2013 class of the Board of Preachers of the Martin Luther 

King Jr. International College of Ministers and Laity of Morehouse College. Additionally, 

he is a board member for the PHL Diversity Advisory Board and New Spirit Behavioral 

Health Services; a member of the Community Partnership Advisory Council for The Arts 

and Quality of Life Research Center at Temple University; a Chaplain for the Philadelphia 

Sheriff’s Office; and a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. 

 

Dr. McKinney is in the process of completing his book, “A Prophetic Witness for the 

Marketplace.” He is married to Billiejo McKinney, and they are the proud parents of 

Diamond, Darron Jr., and Brayden. 
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Mother Sarah Ames 

Bro. Steven Anderson, Jr. 

Sis. Valerie Arkoh 

Sis. Tammie Ashe-Skinner 

Sis. Sharon Ayers 

Mother Lillian Bacon 

Rev. Dr. John E. Bailey 

Dr. Mary Douglas-Bailey 

Bro. Alexis Bayard 

Bro. Pernell Belcher 

Bro. Powell J. Bernhardt III 

Sis. Erynn Bonds 

Sis. Courtney Bonds 

Sis. Donna Bone’y 

Sis. Emma Bordley 

Deacon Donald J. Bowman, Sr. 

Sis. Carolyn Bowman 

Bro. Jack Boyd 

Deacon G. Phillip Braxton 

Bro. Leonard Brinkley 

Sis. Annie Broadneaux 

Sis. Rena Brooks 

Sis. Diane Brown 

Mother Dorothy W. Brown 

Mother James Lee Brown 

Sis. Shirley Brown 

Bro. William Burrell, Jr. 

Mother Mary C. Bush 

Bro. Clarence Butcher 

Sis. Martha Butler 

Sis. Jewel Monique Byrd 

Sis. Mary Camille 

Sis. Connie Mae Cabble 

Sis. Jessie Carter 

Sis. Elaine Chandler 

Bro. Talmadge Ivan Childers 

Sis. Patricia Coates 

Sis. Helen V. Coats 

Sis. Audrey Collin 

Deacon Paul Collins 

Sis. Bernadette Cooper 

Sis. Josette Elaine Cooper 

Bro. Brian Copeland 

Bro. Richard Copes 

Bro. David Craighead, Jr. 

Sis. Elsie Crawford 

Mother Mildred Croxton 

Bro. Herman Dates 

Sis. Karen Davenport 

Sis. Kimbhali “Kim” Davis 

Sis. Ethelda Jane S. Dean 

Bro. John Dickson 

Bro. Michael Dunbar 

Bro. James Edwards 

Sis. Lois Easterling 

Sis. Eliza Farrow 

Sis. Marcella Fisher 

Bro. Michael Flemings 

Bro. Joe Fountain 

Mother Hazel Fitzgerald 

Bro. Vince Gamble 

Bro. Roger Garbett 

Deacon Earl Gardner 

Sis. Florence Garlick 

Sis. Thelma Garlic 

Sis. Evelyn Brown Gassaway 

Bro. Slate Gaymon 

Sis. Debra M. Goodwyn 

Sis. Shealyn Gray 

Sis. Alberta Green 

Bro. Thomas Green. Jr. 

Sis. Daphne Griffin 

Bro. Howard Gross 

Mother Elizabeth Guy 

Bro. John W. Hairston 

Mother Geneva Hall 

Bro. Gary Hansford 

Sis. Mary Harris 

Sis. Mary Nell Harvey 

Bro. Robert Hedgepeth 

Deacon James Wilbert Henry 

Bro. Albert “Slick” Hicks 

Sis. Rickia Horsey 

Bro. Nathaniel Howell 

Sis. Maureen Johnson 

Bro. Claude Jones 
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Deacon Jacqueline Jones 

Bro. Levy Jones 

Bro. James Kellam 

Bro. Charles Kirksey 

Bro. Albert Kleiner 

Dr. Hammond Knox 

Sis. Lynette Kornegay 

Bro. Reginald Lacefield 

Bro. Jacques LaFate 

Sis. Sandra Sue Gray Lamb 

Sis. Helen Lambert 

Sis. Patricia Livingston 

Bro. Don Mack 

Sis. Helen Yvonne Mack 

Bro. Floyd Macklin 

Sis. Shirley Mallory 

Deacon James Manley 

Sis. Regena Manley 

Sis. Mozella Marshall 

Sis. Clara Mayer 

Sis. Lutherene McCarthy 

Deacon Amos McCluney 

Sis. Georgia McCluney 

Bro. Anthony McIver 

Sis. Joan McKey 

Bro. Dale K. McNeill 

Sis. Debra Medford 

Deacon Terry Medley 

Bro. John Melchor, Sr. 

Sis. Barbara Mohler 

Sis. Annie Moore 

Bro. Luther Moore 

Sis. Helen Nelson 

Sis. Mary Jane Morris 

Sis. Talea’ O’Neal 

Sis. Sadie Outlaw 

Sis. Grace Parker 

Sis. Marie Parker 

Bro. Gerald Peterson 

Bro. Preston Polk 

Sis. Fannie Powell 

Bro. Robert “KC” Poynter 

Bro. William Pratt, Jr. 

Sis. Laura Pressley 

Sis. Brenda Price 

Deacon Emeritus Ernest Purnell, Sr. 

Deacon Emeritus Yolanda Purnell 

Rev. Irene Quarles 

Bro. Leroy Redic 

Bro. Joseph Rhoades 

Bro. Don Ridgeway 

Bro. Thomas Risher 

Sis. Lisa Robertson 

Sis. Charmian Edna Robertson 

Sis. Charlene Robinson 

Sis. Susie Robinson 

Sis. Maxine Ruffin 

Sis. Bonita Ann Ryder 

Deacon Herbert L. Shelton, Jr. 

Rev. Evander Smith, Sr. 

Sis. Peggy Smith 

Bro. Robert Southerland 

Deacon Mattie Stallings 

Bro. Thomas Stanley Spence 

Mother Arinda Stallings 

Bro. James (Mike) Stallings 

Bro. William “Bill” Stewart 

Bro. Leon R. Stevenson, Sr. 

Bro. Reginald Sudler 

Sis. Purcell Swann 

Sis. Helen Hall Taylor 

Sis. Barbara Temple 

Sis. Clara Torrence 

Bro. Enman Torrence 

Sis. Sandra Thomas 

Sis. Viola Mae Thomas 

Sis. Alice Thompson 

Bro. Robert Thompson 

Rev. Roy L. Thompson 

Sis. Mary Truitt 

Bro. William Walker, Jr. 

Bro. William Washington 

Rev. Kenneth Washington 

Sis. Pampalena Clark Watson 

Bro. Malik Wiley 

Sis. Anna Price-Williams 

Sis. Diana Adams-Williams 

Bro. Wilson Williams, Jr. 

Sis. Ethel Mae Williams 

Sis. Vivian Williams 

Rev. Dr. Paul N. Wilson 

Bro. George Witcher 

Isaiah Murrell-Young 

  

If any names were omitted from this Memory 

List, please contact the Church office.  
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